
I did a crap job of explaining the new Victorian Government noise regulations  

- let me have another go in 3 easy steps…. 
-  

1. Health & Wellbeing Act 

Wind turbine noise no longer applies under the Health & Wellbeing Act. 

In 2021, the Vic Govt removed wind turbine noise as a nuisance to a person’s health and wellbeing. (According to the 

Act). 

https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-06/08-46aa051%20authorised.pdf 

Health & Wellbeing Act 2008. Section 58 (2A). 

 

2. Noise Regulations 

On the 01 August 2021, the Vic Government excluded “wind turbine noise” as unreasonable and aggravated noise 

from commercial, industrial and trade premises. 

Environmental Protection Regulations 2021. Section 117 (xiv) 

The Vic Government now considers industrial wind turbines in rural areas the same as noise from a Saturday 

afternoon footy game , or a neighbour mowing their lawns. 

The categories they align wind turbine noise with are typically simple daily activities in rural areas, or one-off events 

such as a crowd of people. 

Just as the cheers for goal at a footy game on the oval at Hawkesdale are exempt from aggravated noise, so too are 

the Wind Turbines drumming away through the night, just I km from the town. (They are under the same exemptions).  

Nobody is going to complain about the cheers from a footy game – but the Vic Government has now categorised wind 

turbines as the same level of “ unreasonable” noise. 

 

https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-05/21-047sra%20authorised.pdf 

https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-06/08-46aa051%20authorised.pdf
https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-05/21-047sra%20authorised.pdf


 

 
 

 

 
 

 



3. Auditors are liable for all wind farm noise nuisance/pollution 

In civilised countries, laws are put in place to protect both the citizens and the authorities, whose job it is to enforce 

the laws.  

Now that the Victorian Government have removed wind turbine noise from all laws, the EPA auditors do not have 

protective laws to fall back on. 

EPA auditors dealing with wind turbine noise are completely exposed.  

They don’t have an Act or a Regulation of law to guide them in their determination.  

Auditors will now carry the load… 

Environmental Protection Regulations 2021. Section 164 (c) 

https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-05/21-047sra%20authorised.pdf 

Auditors will be required to  

(a) to verify actions and measures undertaken to comply with any of the following (including conducting any 

relevant tests and analysis)— 

(b) To verify whether or not a monitoring plan required under an environmental action notice has been 

implemented in accordance with the plan, the environmental auditor may undertake a site inspection, assess 

sampling and analysis procedures against relevant guidelines issued by the Authority, and audit a 

representative sample of monitoring data. 

(c) to perform any function conferred on an environmental auditor under a legislative instrument made 

under any Act; 

Example 

(d) The Victoria Planning Provisions confer a function on an environmental auditor to verify whether or not an acoustic 

assessment undertaken for the purpose of the post-construction noise assessment on a wind farm has been conducted in 

accordance with the relevant standard. 

 

The Auditors are now at the top-of-the-tree, accepting all responsibility and liability for a non-compliant wind farm. 

It will be open slather against Auditors….  and my guess is they will be easily sued. 

Auditors are now the most professionally responsible person determining wind farm noise compliance. 

I would assume they will need to undertake their own noise testing in order to verify the wind farm’s noise reports. 

Auditors will be sued by neighbours if they do not undertake a full and thorough analysis of all systems, including the 

collecting and analysis of raw noise and wind data as part of their auditing responsibilities. 

The amount of investigation required for an auditor to be completely satisfied that all aspects of wind farm noise has 

been comprehensively audited, will be phenomenal. 

Neighbours with their own personal raw data and reports will be in a very strong position to sue the Auditors.  

My advice to neighbours 

It is my guess these auditors will struggle to gain professional indemnity insurance. 

And, in the event you find them to be fraudulent (or on the side of the wf company), they may be hiding behind a two 

dollar shell company with no assets for security.   

So double-check the financial security of any Auditing company that assesses your complaint.  

They will need to be financially viable in preparation for any law suit you may have up your sleeve.  
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