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7 December 2021 

John Bradley 

Secretary of the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). 

john.bradley@delwp.vic.gov.au 

 

Dear John Bradley, 

RE: Open Letter to John Bradley, Secretary of DELWP, regarding Wetland Scattering by Helicopter on 

Friday 3rd December 2021, throughout the Darlington, Dundonnell, Mt Fyans and Pura Pura areas.  

I wish to alert DELWP to an incident of bird scattering by helicopter over wetland areas of South West 

Victoria.  

On Friday 3rd December 2021, an unidentified black helicopter was witnessed and photographed 

undertaking arial manoeuvres involving flying at height then diving towards the ground scattering the bird 

life. (see Hamish Cumming’s twitter post below).  

The black helicopter was first sighted north of the Darlington area, flying over the wetlands – then diving low 

and over the ground in distinctive up and down arial manoeuvres that were repeated over the terrain.  

The helicopter flew over the north and south areas of the Hamilton Highway around the Darlington area, 

then out to Mt Fyans, Dundonnell and across to Pura Pura. It then headed back again to Darlington and 

repeated the process over and over again, as if it was doing laps of the wetland areas.   

The flight path was deliberate and systematic. The dives towards the ground scattered all bird life. 

Hundreds of birds have been displaced. Some birds will return, but many parents will not return to their 

chicks. 

Many chicks will die because of abandonment.    

I understand that as the most senior officer in DELWP, your recommendations and authorisation is accepted 

and implemented by the Planning Minister of Victoria. I ask that you investigate the incident and notify the 

Planning Minister of your investigation. 

 

As the Secretary of DELWP, I ask that you answer the following questions: 

1. What Environmental Laws does the above action of bird life displacement from their natural wetland 

environment contravene? 

2. Can you confirm that DELWP is in possession of GPS tracking evidence of Brolgas in the areas of Mt 

Fyans across to Skipton showing that Brolgas require a 5km buffer zone from wind turbines? 

3. Why would any company use a helicopter to remove birds from the wetlands throughout the Mt 

Fyans, Dundonnell and Darlington Area.?  

4. What would a company gain from taking arial photographs of the area after birds have been chased 

away by the helicopter?  

5. What would a company gain from undertaking ground surveys of the area after birds have been 

chased away? 
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6. Are you aware of any wind farm company that claims that there are no brolgas or significant bird life 

on the wetland areas of Darlington, Dundonnell, Darlington and Pura Pura areas? 

7. Would you be suspicious of any company that provides DELWP with photos of the area with no or 

very little bird life?  

I ask that you reply to my questions by Friday 17th December 2021. 

 

Thank you, 
 

Viva-Lyn Lenehan 

Killarney, 

Moyne Shire, VIC. Australia 

 

Cc  Ian Smith, Mayor of Moyne Shire 

Cc  Richard Wynne, Minister for Planning. 

Cc  Wind Farm Living 

 

 

Note: photos showing unidentified black helicopter diving up and down over the terrain, scattering 

the bird life throughout the wetlands of Darlington, Dundonnell, Mt Fyans and Pura Pura. 


