
 

22 December 2021 
 
WorkSafe Senior Inspector 
WorkSafe Victoria.  
1 Malop St.  
Geelong, VIC 3220 
 

Attention WorkSafe Victoria, 

RE: Open Letter of Complaint to WorkSafe Victoria: Unprotected and Unsafe Wind Energy Facilities  

I wish to continue to alert WorkSafe Victoria to the dangers posed to public safety from unprotected and unsafe 

wind energy facilities located on farm land throughout rural Victoria.  
 

Operational Standards 

The Wind Energy Facilities Industry is unregulated.  There is no Government Authority overseeing the contract 

documentation, construction, and operation of Wind Energy Facilities. Wind companies build and operate their 

wind energy facilities with little or no constraint. The local Municipal Council is the Responsible Authority for the 

Administration and Enforcement of Permit Compliance, but they do not regulate the industry. The only time 

authorities such as the EPA and WorkSafe are involved is when people or unions complain, or an accident 

happens.  

Apart from the significant harm to personal health from audible and inaudible or low frequency noise, shadow 

flicker, aviation light flicker, and vibrations,  it is only a matter of time before a wind turbine will collapse or 

throw a blade and kill someone.   

I understand it is WorkSafe Victoria’s role to assess power generating facilities to ensure all safety controls are 

implemented.  

I would expect that WorkSafe Victoria enforce these standards at all wind energy facilities, commonly called wind 

turbines which are grouped into wind farms.  

At a minimum I ask that WorkSafe insist on the following Safety Controls: 

1. Install security fencing around the perimeter of each wind energy facility (turbine). 

2. Install a locked security gate and a formalised access and egress management system. 

3. Use engineering controls to turn off the spinning blades whenever a person enters the facility.  

4. Implement a mandatory decommission procedure for any wind energy facility that is unable to 

meet required safety standards.   

I note that the financial cost to the company should not be considered as a reason not to take immediate action.  
 

Manufacturing Standards 

Further to the lack of safety controls, there is also no regulation of the quality of the components of the wind 

turbines.  

It has come to my attention that two recently built wind farms in Victoria are of a high risk to the public due their 

potentially faulty or damaged manufacturing components.    
 

Stockyard Hill Wind Farm (see picture inserts below) 

On the 15th December 2021, it was reported in the Daily Mail Australia that the AMWU identified 19 out of 40 

wind turbines at the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm were damaged or faulty.  

(Ref: Dail Mail Australia   Stockyard Hill Wind Turbines Crack – DeFrock ) 

https://defrock.org/2021/12/19/stockyard-hill-wind-turbines-crack/


 

The AMWU identified the “top cover housing key mechanics” (nacelle), which attaches the turbines, was 

damaged.   

The nacelle controls the operation of the large turbine blades. The nacelle motors and gearboxes control the 

balance, speed, direction, and angle of the blades. This is a serious incident report notification, because any 

weakness or damage to the nacelle, may lead to blade throw or undue operational noise.  

This discovery means that the public can have no confidence in the integrity of the operation and safety of the 

Stockyard Hill turbines in relation to blade throw or noise emission. 

I ask that WorkSafe Victoria act now to have the owners of the Stockyard Hill Wind Farm replace the 19 damaged 

nacelles to prevent risk of harm to the physical, physiological, and psychological health of the public.  

I note that the financial cost to the company should not be considered a reason not to take this action.  
 

Mortlake South Wind Farm (see picture inserts below) 

The Acciona is currently undergoing non-destructive testing of their blades at the Mortlake South Wind Farm. 

As you know non-destructive testing occurs when there is concern over the integrity of the manufacture of the 

item or a crack appears withing the item, such as within the wing of an aeroplane. 

The Mortlake South turbines are the same make and model as the turbine that failed in Germany in October this 

year. 

The link below is the Acciona and Nordex’s media release incident report statement.  

Statement on the collapse of a wind turbine in Haltern AV9 wind park (Germany) - Nordex SE (nordex-

online.com) 

It is questionable if a full and thorough non-destructive testing investigation of the blades can be carried out 

whilst the blades are in situ.  

WorkSafe must assess the risk to the public if any fracture or crack is missed in the testing.  

The location of the turbines (see picture below) also poses a significant risk to the public. The turbines placed 

along Grinters Lane are extremely dangerous. None of the wind energy facilities (turbines) have the required 

public protection measures in place for power generating facilities.  

There is no security fencing, no engineered access or egress controls, and no supervisor at each wind facility site 

to ensure that the blades are switch off if any member of the public ventures onto the site.  

The recent collapse of the same turbine in Germany, the location of turbines close to roads and the questionable 

integrity of the manufacture of the blades, identifies the high risk that the Mortlake South Wind Farm poses to 

the public. At a minimum WorkSafe must take action to remove turbines close to roads and instruct Accionia to 

undertake regular or at least annual non-destructive testing on all blades for the life of the wind farm. 

I note that the financial cost to the company should not be considered a reason not to take this action.  

 

Thank you, 

Viva-Lyn Lenehan 
Killarney Australia 
 
cc CFMEU 
cc AMWU 
cc Australian Energy Infrastructure Commissioner 
cc Wind Farm Living 
cc Clean Energy Council (Wind Companies) 

https://www.nordex-online.com/en/2021/10/statement-on-the-collapse-of-a-wind-turbine-in-haltern-av9-wind-park-germany/
https://www.nordex-online.com/en/2021/10/statement-on-the-collapse-of-a-wind-turbine-in-haltern-av9-wind-park-germany/


 

Acciona undertaking non-destructive testing at Mortlake   
South Wind Farm 
 

 

Acciona’s Mortlake South Wind Farm 
turbines placed dangerously close to public 
roads. 

 
 

Tilt/PowAR’s Dundonnell Wind Farm, Moyne 
Shire, Victoria, October 2021 

 

 

Acciona and Nordex’s Turbine Collapses in  
Haltern AV9 Wind Farm, Essen Germany, 01 October 2022 
 

 

 

 


