
• Justice Richards slammed Chris Turnbull’s reporting of Bald Hills. 

• Justice Richards instead preferred Les Huson’s analysis and interpretation. 

 

Here is a summarised assessment of Chris Turnbull of Sonus’ reporting on Bald Hills. 

a. Background data used to set compliance target sound level limits at the Uren and Zakula dwellings 

used proxy measurement locations and have not been filtered to the same extent as operational 

sound level measurements making it impossible to assess compliance with permitted sound level 

limits 

b. Special Audible Characteristics such as Amplitude Modulation and Impulsiveness have not been 

assessed in Mr Turnbull’s analysis 

c. Mr Turnbull has not stated what tonal analysis methodology was used in data analysis of his 

measurements 

d. Data filtering has been applied to operational wind farm sound level measurements that have not 

been similarly applied to pre-operational Background sound level measurements 

e. Mr Turnbull has misinterpreted the Huson Expert Statement in regard to assessing Permit 

Condition 19c 

f. Intermediate and proxy measurement locations used to assess compliance with Permit conditions 

are inappropriate and should not be used 

g. Sound level modelling results have been calculated using incorrect input assumptions and are 

approximately 9 dB too low 

h. Mr Turnbull has not rigorously checked Marshall Day Acoustics measurement data that was 

provided to him 

i. Wind speed data used by Mr Turnbull in his data analysis is unreliable because its derivation by 

DNV-GL contains a high level of uncertainty 

j. Mr Turnbull’s Supplementary Statement is a review of Dr Thorne’s 2019 report. 

k. It appears that Mr Turnbull has misinterpreted much of Dr Thorne’s report that includes the use of 

highlighted data areas above 40 dBA in many charts and an obvious error in one of the charts that 

was extracted for inclusion in Mr Turnbulls Supplementary Statement. 

l. Mr Turnbull incorrectly asserts that diary notes of complainants describing characteristics of the 

sound they hear cannot be translated to the more technical description used by acousticians. 

m. Dr Thorne has presented clear evidence of characteristic infrasound frequencies below 6 Hz that 

Mr Turnbull has ignored. 


