
• Previous wind farm matters in South Australia relied on permit conditions issued by the SA 

EPA. 

• Those permit conditions do not protect against nuisance. 

• The Bald Hills Wind Farm (BHWF) case was about nuisance. 

• Bald Hills Wind Farm Pty Ltd could not demonstrate compliance. 

• The NZ Standard is based a noise target derived for the protections of sleep from traffic 

noise. 

• There are no studies on protection of sleep, in relation to wind turbine noise. 

• The BHWF does not provide permanent noise monitoring, are unable to confirm acoustic 

compliance, therefore compliance with permit conditions. 

• The conduct of the Department and Marshall Day Acoustics (MDA) in relation to the 

nuisance and WF Noise is questionable. 

• MDA failed to include compliance testing under condition 19c of the permit. i.e., no more 

than 10% of the night time noise is to be above the limit. 

• Pre-construction ambient noise levels are compared with the wind farm noise. 

• Accurate measuring requires the noise testing be conducted under the same weather 

conditions, time of year and receiver locations.  

• The acoustic consultants for BHWF did not undertake attended measurements at night to 

ascertain special audible characteristics and it’s not known if the testing was in downwind or 

upwind conditions. 

• The Judge questioned how the background noise levels could be lower with the wind farm 

operating, than before. 

• For consideration:  1.  Putting loggers next to bushes for the first testing. 

2.  Measuring in different seasons.  Wind blows from different 

directions, at different speeds, affecting noise levels. 

3.  Curtailment of turbines, running on reduced power.  The acoustic 

environment is likely to be quieter. 

4.  Filtering one set of data and not the other.  Creating a false 

scenario. 

5.  Having measurements when the turbines were downwind of the 

residence. 

 

• Importantly; If a wind farm is not compliant to its permit conditions, then it is not entitled to 

receive Renewable Energy Certificates (REC’s/subsidies) and the REC’s must be paid back.  


